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on the way treat him with the greatest civility; and,
Mr. Dunn, will you have the kindness to see that
a bottle of the best port and a couple of wine glasses
are placed on the table in my study."

The orders were duly obeyed. The gentleman was
ushered into the presence of Sheridan with honours
almost approaching those shown to royalty, and was
received by him with the most cordial marks of
friendship and regard. " I am always so happy to
see any one from Stafford. I was glad you called
at my house for an order to this theatre, where I
hope you will come when you please; you will find
your name on the free list. I think I remember
you told me you always came twice a year to
London." " Yes," was the reply ; " January and
July, to receive my dividends." "You have come
for that purpose now," continued Sheridan. " Oh,
yes; and I went to the Bank of England and got
my six hundred pounds.'' " Ah," said the manager,
" you are in Consols, whilst I, alas, am Reduced, and
can get nothing till April, when, you know, the
interest is paid; and till then I shall be in great
distress." " Oh," said his constituent, " let that not
make you uneasy; if you give me the power of
attorney to receive the money for you when it is
due, I can let you have three hundred pounds,
which I shall not want till then." " Only a real
friend," said Sheridan, shaking his dupe by the
hand with warmth, "could have made such a pro-
position. I accept it thankfully." And the three
hundred pounds were immediately transferred from
the pocket-book of the unwary man of Stafford into
that of the penniless manager of the theatre.
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